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A

SERMON, &c.

THE fervice of the prefent opportunity

is intended as a tribute of refpeH to

the memory of the dead, and to con-
vey inftru&ion and benefit to the living.

With the life and general chara&er of Dr.
John Collet, late phyfician in this town,
few if any of you are unacquainted. Who
that hath heard any thing of him, hath not
alfo heard of the benignity and difintereft-

ednefs of his difpofition, and of the cour-
teoufnefs and amiablenefs of his manners?
It is not improbable but this flight retrofpeft

to his charafler hath awakened in the minds
of many of you mingled fentiments of af-

fe&ionate refpefl, warm efteem, and lively

gratitude. Poflibly, on this mournful oc-
cafion, fome may call to remembrance thofe
reftlefs days and fleeplefs nights when the
raging fever, or fome other diforder equally
dangerous, was threatning a fpeedy diffolu-

tion, but, under God, obtained reliefthrough
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his cave and {kill. Others may recollect

not only his attention and alhduity in the
line of his profefiion, but alfo his generous
ardor and benevolence to relieve their ne-
ceffities : and all who are prefent, that had
the happinefs of his acquaintance and con-
verfation, will call to mind, with penlive
regret, his open and placid countenance,
his unaffected modefty, his obliging temper,
and unaffuming deportment.—The prefent

fervice is to me a very mournful and affe61-

ing one. On fo public an opportunity I

dare not trull my feelings in fpeaking of his

goodnefs, and my own obligations. Gra-
titude, duty, affeCfion, friendlhip, all unite

in calling upon me this day to do judice to

approved worth, and unfullied integrity
;

but I feel myfelf unequal to the tafk of an-

fwering their demands in a manner corre-

(ponding to the folemnity of the occafion,

and my own ideas and wifhes. I need your

candour and indulgence while I endeavour

to fugged thofe confiderations which reli-

gion furnifhes to (both our minds under the

lofs of virtuous conne&ions, and affeftionate

friends, and in the profped of our own ap-

proaching mortality. The words which

have been pointed out to me for this pur-

pofe you will find in

/ REVE-
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REVELATIONS XIV. 13.

And I heard a voice from heaven, faying

unto me, write, blejfcd are the dead which die

in the Lord, from henceforth
:
yea, faith

the Spirit, that they may reft from their la-

bours ; and their works dofollow them.

A, great deal of criticifm has been em-
ployed to afeertain the genuine fenfe of

thefe words. Without troubling you with

the various interpretations which have been

offered, I {hall juft mention that which
feems mod natural and obvious, and is ge-

nerally received. The Apoflle John hav-

ing been fhewn in vifion the difficulties and
dangers which were to bring the fortitude

and patience of fincere chridians to the fe-

vered trials, is dire&ed to write, that from
henceforth, they that were dead in the Lord
were happier than the living who had fuch
dangerous trials to encounter: yea, faith the

Spirit, that they may reft from their labours
,

thofe terrors and fufferings of perfecution,

and that variety of pain and trouble, to
which the bed of men are liable in the pre-
fent world

;
and their works of piety and

goodnefs do follow or accompany them.
That paffage of Solomon, in Ecc. iv. 2. is

thought an illudration of this comment.
Wherefore I praifed the dead which are al-

ready dead, more than the living which are

I



( 6 )

yet, alive. "I his was owing to the oppref-
fions which the wife man confidered as done
under the fun*.

There is nothing that firikes a thoughtful
and fenfible mind more forcibly on a view
of human life, than the infecurity of its en-
joyments, and the certainty of its period.
Neither power can proteft, nor riches fhield,
nor virtue fave from the intrufions of dillref^
and pain. After efcaping innumerable dan-
gers, and ufing every mean that prudence
fuggefled to prolong life, and render it

agreeable, difeafe gradually makes its in-
loads on the confiitution, and brings on
death, which clofes the fcene of all earthly
purfuits and pleafures. In contemplating
this univerfal defliny, the ftudious and the
wife, in every age, have anxioufly fought
for rcfources of fortitude and tranquility.
Reafon exerted her moll, flrenuous efforts to
account for the fhort and precarious tenure
of human exigence, and to afcertain its true
ends. From the chara£ler of God, confi-
dered as a righteous and good being; from
the prefent promifcuous flate of things

;

from the expanfive powers of the human
mind, its confcious dignity and infiinflive

longings after immortality, reafon inferred,

* The reader mav confult Archbifhop Tdlotfon’s Sermons
on the text, and Dr. Dodderid^e’s Family Expolitor.

that
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that the thinking and reflecting part of man
would fublift beyond the grave. She law,

or fancied fhe faw, virtue and goodnefs

landed fafe on the eternal Ihores, but

clouds and fhadows obfcured her profpeCt.

In an hour of pen five reflection on the tri-

umphs of death, her doubts returned, and

anxious fufpenfe prevailed. This was the

ftate of things in the heathen world among
thofe who cultivated their reafon by philo-

fophy. In thefulnefs of time , it pleafed the

compaflionate Father of the human race to

fend his beloved Son, with proper creden-

tials to remove all doubt upon this mod im-
portant of all lubjects. Upon the principles

and authority of the gofpel it is certain, that

death will not prove the extin&ion of our
being. Jefus is the refurrehlion, and the Life

;

he that believeth in him, though he were dead,

yetJhali he live. This is the record that God
hath given to us eternal life : and this life is

in his Son. Supported by the animating
profpeQ; which chriftianity hath opened to us
into a future and happy ftate of exiftence,

we may comfort ourlelves under the lofs of
pious relatives and virtuous friends. They
are not loft

;
they are gone before into that

country prepared by the eternal Father for
the fpirits of the juft. Blejfed are the dead
which die in the Lord: they now reft from
all their labours, fufferings, and anxieties

:

their

i
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their works of piety, faith, and benevolence
are not forgotten

;
they follow them, and

{hall be amply rewarded by the grace of
God, through Jefus Chrift. Impreffed with

the unfpeakable value of thefe affurances,

let us adopt the words of St. Peter, and with

hearts glowing with devout gratitude, fay,

bleffed be the God, and father of our Lord

Jefus Chrift ,
who , according to his abundant

mercy , hath begotten us again unto a lively

hope, by the rcfurrcElion of Jefus Chrift from
the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and

undefiled, and thatfadeth not away, referved

in heaven for us.

Two things prefent themfelves to our

conhderation from the text

:

Firft, the principles and chara&er of thole

who die in the Lord.

Secondly, their bleffednefs.

The firft fubjecf of our conhderation is

the character of thofe who die in the Lord.
.—Jo die in the Lord is a phrafe ufed in

fcripture in different meanings. In the text

it may be underftood to ftgnify, dying in the

faith of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and in a well-

grounded expedtation of the happinefs which

he has promifed to his followers. From
this comment it is an obvious inference, that

to live in the Lord mull fignifv to live ac-

cording to the principles of that faith, and

under the prevailing influence of fuch an ex-

pectation
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pe&ation. It is an opinion which'many Teem

difpofed to entertain, that to have a title to

the happinefs which our Saviour has pro-

mifed, nothing more is neceffarv than to

avoid the commiffion of flagrant crimes,

and to perform the common duties of their

flation
;

at the fame time, that they are def-

titute of a principle of piety towards God,
gratitude and obedience towards our Lord
Jefus Chrift, and a juft concern for their

eternal wellbeing : while others, in expec-

tation of the fame happinefs, take refuge in

the mercy of God, pious intentions, and a

reliance of the merits of our Saviour, with-

out exerting any endeavours to conform to

his commands. I think it my duty to cau-

tion you againft building your everlafting

hopes on fuch precarious foundations. Two
things are continually infilled upon in the

New Teflament as the indifpenfable requi-

fites of falvation : repentance towards God,
and faith towards our Lord Jefus Chrift .

The firfl implies a convi6iion of demerit,
regret for what has been wrong in the tem-
per and conduft, and an application to God
for pardon in the way of his appointment,
accompanied with a real change of mind
from fin to holinefs. The fecond implies a
cordial regard to Jefus Chrift according to
the various offices he is reprefented as fuf-

taining in the fcriptuie
; as the revealer of*

the
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the divine will
; the appointed mediator be-

tween GoJ and man
; an allfufficient redeem-

er; the pattern which we are to imitate
and our exalted Lord and Judge. Chrifti-
anity is not to be confidered as a fyflem of
opinions intended to amufe the fpeculative
and entertain the curious. The defign of
it is the recovery of men from a hate of
guilt t;o that of peace and favour with their
maker by giving them affixing views of the
evil and demerit of fin

; of the importance
of regeneration and holinefs

; the interpo-
sition of the eternal God for their falva-
tion

; the humility and bufferings of the Re-
deemer

; the folemnities of judgment, and
of the important confequences of final retri-
bution. It is a plan of religious education
formed on the model of our Saviour’s life,

and carried on by the influences of his fpirit

for improving our underftandings, correft-
ing the irregularity of our paflions, refining
our tempers, fitting us for afting an ufeful
and a worthy part in life, and preparing us
for the dignities and enjoyments of an ever-
Jafting ftate. Hence awful, threatenings are
denounced to roufe and deter, precious pro-
rnifes are given to encourage and allure, and
a crown of glory is held forth as a reward
to animate under difficulties and bufferings.

Thofe who live in the Lord admit thefe

views and aft under their influence. It is

acknow-
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acknowledged that among this number,
there are many who entertain different ap-
prehenfions of feveral of the docirines of
ehriflianity. This is unavoidable in the pre-
fent ftate of imperfection, while there are
different capacities, paffions, prejudices, fi-

xations, and modes of education. Infal-
libility is the privilege of none. The bell
may err

; and this is a reafon for mutual
forbearance and charity. It is a duty which
every one owes to his maker, and himfelf,
to judge and decide from fcripture what is

truth, that his faith may not hand on the
wifdom of men, but on the revelation of
God. There can be no real piety and cr0od-
nefs without integrity. Chrihian integrity
confihs in a&ing according to the bed of
our judgment after a fincere enquiry

; in
being open to conviction

; and profefling
what appears to us to be divine truth with
firmnefs, neither terrified by reproach, nor
(educed by intereh. Thofe who admit the
influence of religious principles no further
than is confident with the indulgence of
their paffions, worldly convenience, or po-
pular applaufe, deferve not the name of
chrihians. They live not to the Lord, but
to the world

; and from the World they muft
expea their reward. How can ye believe

,
faid our Saviour to the Jews, who receive
honour one of another

, andJtek not the ho-
C nour

#
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nour that cometh from God. only* ? Thcv
want that which gives dignity to man, andvalue to religion—principle. Singlenels of
heart, honefty, and purity of intention, a
love of truth and righteoufnefs, an abhor-
rence ofvice, a deft re to know and to do
the will of God independently of prevailing
modes and cuftoms, are the rare though eh
fenual parts of the chriftian charter.
What is piety without fincerity and upright-
nels? what is faith without virtue and be-
nevolence ?—It is true every human cha-
rafjer is imperfect. Errors, inadvertencies,
and frailties are the attendants of humanitym its molt improved flate : but thefe mult
be confident with prevailing integrity to o-ive
liability to our hopes in the divine mercy,

i j
re no man more ready to acknow-

ledge his imperfeaions and faults than St.
Paul, nor any that fet a greater value on
that conftitution of divine grace for obtain-
ing forgivenefs and falvation through Jefus
Chuft; and yet he iaith in his own name,
and in that of the other a pottles : our re-
joicing is this

,, the teftimony ofour confcience,
that mjimpiicity andgodly fincerity, not with

Jlefhly wi/dom, but by the grace ~oj God
, we

have had our convcrfation m the worlds.

f 2 Cor. i. i2.

From

* John v. 44.
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From thefe general obfervations we ma)

now form a true idea of the principles and

conduft of thofe who, upon fcriptural

ground, may hope to die in the Lord, and

will have an intereft in the bleftings of his

redemption. They are fuch as derive the

principles of their faith from his doCrines,

as laid down in the New Teftament
;
are

not afhamed of his gofpel
;
openly avow their

adherence to it; attend on its inftitutions,

when health and circumftances allow ;
and

confcientioufty obferve its ordinances. They
have a ferious and reverential regard to the

fpirit and manner in which their Lord con-

duced himfelf in the feveral circumftances

and relations of life, in order to imitate him

as far as their imperfeCion will admit.—He
difregarded the riches and pomp of the

world as objeCs of purfuit.—He was free

from avarice, ambition, and fenfuality.

—

His virtue was not four, monkifh, and auf-

tere, but gentle, humane, focial.—He af-

fumed no ftate—he fought no applaufe—he
envied no man—he went about doing good,
adminiftering relief to the fick, and comfort

to the affliCed.—To pride and vain glory

he was a ftranger—he was meek and lowly

of heart—fympathifed with thofe who were
in diftrefs—bore with the prejudices of the

weak, and the follies of the ignorant—pitied
the wicked—treated the pooreft with the

C 2 moft
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motl amiable condefcenfion—never flat-
tered the rich, nor artfully endeavoured to
accommodate himl'elf to their pa (lions—was
iincere in his profeflions, joining innocence
with wildom, and gentlenels with integrity
forgave his enemies, and prayed for them.

Such were a few of the many amiable ex-
cellencies for which our Saviour was dif-
tingui fried. In fuch excellencies ail his dif-
ciplcs (hould endeavour to referable him,
though they may never equal him. If we
have known any whom we have had great
reafon to think loved him m Jincenty

, and
bore a likenefs to him m the difpofitions and
virtues now mentioned, we mufl acknow-
ledge, that they are entitled to the charac-
ter of thofe who lived in the Lord, and in
their death might humbly hope for that
bleffednefs which he promifed to his faith-
ful fervants. 1 his brings us to the

Second fubjeft of confideration from the
text, The happinefs of thofe who die in the
Lord. When we fee thofe who were the
ornaments ofhuman nature, and diftinguifh-
ed for their probity and benevolence, ftnifh-

ing their earthly career, and falling under the
dominion of death, we are anxious to know
whether there is a total end to all their vir-
tues and acquifitions. To relieve our anx-
iety, we have an alfurance from heaven that
they are blejjed

;

blelfed now in part, and
will
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will be completely fo at the refurredion,
when that which is corruptible Jhall put on
incorruption

,
and that which is mortalJhall

put on immortality.—Yea, faith the Spirit,

that they may reft from their labours. The
prefent (late is but one fcene of labour and
anxiety with refped to fomething or other.
T here is no man perfedly fatisfied in his
fituation. There is always fome inconve-
nience which we wifh to avoid, fome trou-
ble which we wifh to remove, and fome
good which we are folicitous to procure.
Eager in the chace of fome diftant enjoy-
ment, we encounter dangers and furmount
difficulties, but come ffiort of the objed
of our purfuit; or, if obtained, it difap-
points our expedation. Our bodies are
liable to external injuries, or to latent dis-
orders which no prudence can forefee, no
care prevent. Our minds are no lefs fub-
jed to painful impreflions from external
circumflances, and the tumult and violence
of our paffions. In the molt envied flations
there is fome fource of difquiet, fomethinct
that pails or embitters, fome fecret worm
which preys upon the little flock of human

MrfT’
7

' Th
Man

,
neve

^
is > but always to be

b
k '

j
Tb

u
pre

^nt ftate 1S made thus toabound with occafions of uneafmefs to teach

3V of difciplining his paffions,
and to raile his views to that hate of com-

pletc
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plete reft, which remaineth for the people of

God, and to prepare for it. There every

forrow is hufhed, and every trouble extin-

guilhed. No longer toffed on the Tea of

life by afflicting ftorms, thofe that died in

the Lord, have reached the haven of peace

in fafety. There no fear diflurbs, no care

molefts, no calamity oppreffes. They are

equally above the reach of the temptations

as the evils of life.

—

And their works Jhall

follow, or accompany them. This is a cir-

cumftance in the blellednefs of the righteou s

that deferves our particular regard. All

works of human ingenuity and labour are

perifhing. Thofe which are the boaft of

pride, and the pomp of power, and the

magnificence and fplendour of riches, foon

decay. Even the world itfelf paffeth away,

and the faftiion thereof, but he that doeth the

will of God abideth for ever, and his works

accompany him. They neither moulder

by time, nor are deftroyed by death. Their

bleffed effeCts extend to realms beyond the

crave, and, through the grace of God in

the Redeemer, enrich him who performed

them through everlafting ages “ When
“ all the works of the earth mall perilh,

“ and the earth itfelf (hall be burnt up,

te and the very elements fhall melt with

£C fervent heat, even then fhall wifdom and

<c goodnefs lift up their heads, and triumph
o “ glo-
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glorioufly over the wreck of nature, and

V the ruin of the world. Thofe deceitful
“ objedis which men are fo fond of in this
“ world cannot follow or accompany them
“ into another ;

but the good habits and
“ difpofitions which they have, through
t( the grace of God, acquired, (hall follow
<c them, and be their ornament, their joy
<e and their glory for ever. We are apt to
“ look upon thefe riches of the foul as a
Cf kind of thin unfubffantial fhadowy pof-
“

feffions, while things fenfible and corpo-
“ real appear firm and permanent

; but the
“ final event will (hew our miflake, what
,e we may look upon now as the fubftance
“ will prove a mere fhadow, and what now
“ paffes with many for an empty fhadow
“ will be found the only true and fubftan-
“ tial good. When the former fhall have
“ undergone a total dilfolution, be entirely

converted into duff and afhes, and the
<c place thereof fhall be no where found, the

latter fhall remain undecayed and flourifh

more and more through endlefs ages.”
Sayye then to the righteous

, that it Jhall be
well with him

: for theyJhall eat thefruit of
their doings. Wo unto the. wicked, itJhall be
ill with himfor the reward of his handsJhall
be given him*.—God will render unto every

* Ifa. iii, ro, ix.

man
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man according to his deeds*.—Ifaw, faith
St. John, the dead, /mail and great

, ftand
before God; and the books were opened : and
another book was opened, which is the book
of life: and the dead were judged out of
thoje things which were written in the books,
according to their worksi.—He that /owed
fparingly fhall then reap ftparingly, and he
that [owed bountifully /hall then reap boun-
tifullyJ. Some fhall obtain a prophet’s re-

ward
; others a righteous man’s reward

;

and he who from a worthy motive gave a
cup of cold water to a difciple, or was in

fuch low circumftances as to be able to
throw but two mites into the treafury of
God’s kingdom, (hall not lofe his reward^.
His Lord /aid unto him, well done, good
and faithful fervant, becaufe thou haft been

faithful in a few things , I will make thee

ruler over many things ; enter thou into the

joy of thy Lord\\.—Then fhall the king fay
unto them on his right hand, come, ye bleffed

of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared

for you from the foundation of the world.

For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat

:

1 was thirfty, and ye gave me drink : I was
a Jlranger, and ye took me in : naked , and
ye clothed me : I wasftck, andye vifited me

:

* Horn. ii. 6. f Rev. xx. 12. % 2 Cor. ix. 6.

.§ Malt. x. 42. Luke xxi. 2 .
||
Matt. xxv. 23.

I was
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I teas in prifon , andye came unto me. Then
Jhalithe righteous anfwer him,faying, Lord,

when faw we thee an hungred, and fed thee ?
or thirfly, andgave thee drink ? whenfaw we
thee aftranger, and took thee in ? or naked,

and clothed thee or when faw toe theefck,

or m prifon, and came unto thee ? and the

kingjhall anfwer and fay unto them, verily I
fay unto you, inafmuch as you have done it

unto one of the leaf of theft my brethren, ye
have done it unto me*.
The facred feriptures, while they, in this'

manner, give us full affurance of the future

reward of the truly pious and good, yet en-
ter but fparingly into a defeription of the

particulars of which it will confift. Nor
need this concern us, as God, who perfe&Iy
knoweth our frame, cannot fail to fuit ob-
je&s to thofe faculties which he hath given
us, fo as to render us completely happy.
They gave us intimations that our future
happinefs will confift in the increafe of our
knowledge, in an intercourfe with God, and
our Saviour, and with the fpirits of the juft

made perfect. It is a happinefs which is

to arife from fociety with the virtuous, wife,
and benevolent. The intercourfe which we
have with one another in the prefent ftate is

very often the occafion of much uneafinefs ?

* Matt. xxv. 34—40.

D and

/
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and trouble. We differ from the pride,

folly, and ill behaviour of thofe conne&ed
with us

;
fometimes they didrefs us by their

affliflions
; fometimes by their imprudences

and wrong purfuits : but in that date where
they that die in the Lord rehde, there will

be no frailties and errors, no follies and in-

juries. Every wrong paffion will be correct-

ed, and thofe inconveniencies and troubles

which are attendants upon the molt im-

proved date of fociety on earth, will be for

ever removed. Every one will be happy
in himfelf in a manner fuited to his capacity

and improvements, and difpofed to contri-

bute his part toward the happinefs of thofe

connefled with him. Blejfed then are they

that die in the Lord , who are admitte-d to

this fociety, and are rendered partakers of a

felicity which pains and calamities cannot

affeft, and time cannot impair, and which

will be continually improving through the

revolving ages of eternity.

How thankful (hould we be for the gof-

pel of our Lord Jefus Chrid which contains

thefe valuable difcoveries refpefling the fu-

ture date 6f good men, and how confola-

tory under the lofs of pious friends and re-

latives ! They are dead, but their fouls are

in the hands of God, and no evil can reach

them. Our lofs is their gain. They are

removed from a date of fin, forrow, pain.
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and trouble, into a date of peace, comfort,

and enjoyment. They are bleffed. Their

reward is with the Lord. Their works of

piety, righteoufnefs, and charity accompa-

ny them. They are joined to the fociety of

the fpirits of the juft, freed from weaknefles

and imperfeftions. They are fecure under

his care and prote&ion who hath the keys of

the invifible world and the grave, and who is

able to keep that which has been committed to

him. None can pluck them out of his hands

:

his father who gave them to him is greater

than all, and none can pluck them out of his

father s hands ; he and his father are one

:

they are jointly concerned in their fafety.

The prefent fubjeft {hews us the great

importance and advantage of having an in-

tereft in the bleflings of redemption, by
true repentance, and a faith which worketh

by love, and purifieth the heart, and over-

cometh the world. Death is the unavoid-

able lot of man. It will not be many years

before every one of us fhall enter the dark
and narrow dwelling of the grave, when
our connexion with every earthly concern
will be diftolved, when our names, after a
time, will be forgotten among the living,

and the places which now know us will

know us no more. Let the awful provi-

dence which hath brought many of us to

this place on the prefent occafion excite us
D 2 to
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to live henceforth to the Lord, that we may
die in him. Let us fear , left a promife be-
ing left us of entering into the rejl of God
any of us JhouU feejn to come Jhort of it
through inattention, negligence, or fin.
It is m the exercife of fmcere piety, and a
contentions diFcharge of the duties of lifem a humble dependence on the grace of
God, that a title to future happinefs is to
be fecured If fincerity of heart and up.
nghtnefs of conduct be wanting it matters
not what religious opinions we maintain,
or to what denomination of Chriflians we
belong, our religion is vain, and our hopes
deJulive.

The prefent fubjeft further admonifhes
us, that as our works will accompany us
into a hate beyond the grave, it fhould be
our care and endeavour, by the grace of
God, to abound in thole which are virtu-
ous, benevolent, and holy : not that we are
to confider them as meritorious in the fight
of God: on the contrary, our Saviour hath
taught us that if we were to do every thing
required of us, yet, with refpe£l to our
Maker, we fhould be unprofitable fervants.
The promife's of glory, honour, and im-
mortality in the New Teffament, originated
in God’s innate benevolence and liberality

;

and fo great is his condefcenfion and mercy,
that thole works of faith and obedience

which
9

. ,

I
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which he enables us to perform, and which
are the only genuine proofs of our fincerity
and uprightnefs, he bountifully rewards
through Jefus Chrift, not only beyond our
deferts, but. our natural hopes. God is not
unrighteous

, or unfaithful, faith the apoftle,
to forgetyour work and labour of love which
ye havejhewn towardl his name* '.

Confident
that no well meant intention will efcape his
favourable notice. Jet us endeavour to a-
bound in thofe purfuits which are honeft and
juft, pure and lovely, and of good report.
Every one will receive in proportion to the
improvements he hath made, the trials he
hath undergone, and the proofs he has given
of real piety and goodnefs, according to the

mi
tU
T 9

aPacity> and the ftation he
filled This important truth cannot but
give fenfible fatisfa&ion to every upright
heart that is fohcitous to pleafe God in all
things. Let us all be perfuaded to do good
as we have opportunity, and faithfully im-prove the feveral talents committed to us*
lhat when we take our final leave of all thofe
objefts which human pride, ambition, andvanity purfue with mfatiable ardor, and clofeour mtercourfe with the prefent ftate, wemay enter the world offpirits with the tefthmony of a good confcience, that we have

* Heb. vi. io.

not
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not negle&edthe moftufeful and important

purpofes of life, and may humbly hope,

notwithftanding our manifold imperfections,

for acceptance into eternal life, through the

merits of ourLord and Saviourjefus Chrift.

Youare all fenfibleofthe awful event which

has given occafion to thefe admonitions.

The removal ofthat worthy and amiable man,

whofe name I have already mentioned, is a

call of providence to his relatives, his par-

ticular friends and acquaintance, to con-

fider the end of all living, and to imitate

him in thofe excellencies of temper for

which he was efteemed and defervedly re-

fpe&ed. Charatters in funeral fermons lie

under a degree of difgrace, as they have too

often deferved no better name than profti-

tuted praife. Panegyric hath taken the place

of truth, and virtues have been attributed

to perfons who never pra6lifed them, either

to nleafe mourning relatives, or to (hew the

talents of the preacher. Neither of thefe

temptations at prefent affefts me. Being

fully perfuaded that many on this occaiion

would be greatly difappointed at the total

omiffion of the particulars of a charafcter,

where fimple truth is praife; and hoping

that a recital of virtues generally acknow-

ledged to have been exemplified, may ex-

cite others to go and do likewife ; I am in-

duced contrary to my ufual cullom, to men-
5 J tirm
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tion Tome particulars relating to my much
honoured friend, of the truth of which I am
perfe&ly fatisfied.

Dr. John Collet was defcended of a re-
putable family. He was born on the fifth

of July, 1708, in London. Bleffed in a
Father whole reverence for revealed religion
was fhewn by his diligent fludy of its difco-
veries, and by lome ufeful publications which
were well received

; and alfo in an uncle
who was for fome years a governor in two
of our fettlements in the E aft Indies, and
whole condudf was an honour to his flation ;
he, in early years, imbibed thofe fentiments
of religion and virtue which laid the foun-
dation for the exercife of that probity and
goodnefs for which he was diflinguifhed
through his whole life. In his youth he was-
tradable and orderly, fond of learning, and
rapid in his progrefs in it. The knowledge
ol the dairies and other branches of litera-
ture he acquired under Dr. Ward, afterward
profelfor, at Greiham college

; and Mr. Wef-,
ton, who kept an academy at Greenwich.
From the place laft mentioned he went to
nmty Hall, Cambridge, in April 1725, to

hniih his clafhcai education. Sometime in
the year 1727 he went to Leyden, in Hol-
land, to Itudy under the celebrated Boer-
haave and to qualify himfelf for the profef-
1011 °t phyl:c. After attending the ufual

courfe
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courfe of leHures in that univerfity, and ap-
proving himfelf to his fuperiors by his appli-

cation and progrefs in his ftudies, he took
his doftor’s degree on July the fifth, 1731.
Quitting Leyden he vifited feveral cities and
towns on the continent

;
ftaid for fome time

at Paris in order to avail himfelf of the ad-

vantages which that city afforded for im-

provement in the pra&ical part of difpenfing

medicine, as he afterward did at London.

Being thus qualified for difcharging the duties

of a phyfician, feveral places were propofed

to him by his friends in which his knowledge

and (kill might be exercifed. After fome

deliberation he fixed upon Newbury, and

came here in July 1733, having a few days

before been admitted a licenciate by the

college of phyficians in London. Here he

continued from that time till his death, ex-

cept about fix years which he fpent at Brent-

ford and Uxbridge*. In what manner he

has demeaned himfelf during his refidence

among us, how virtuoufly, unblameably,

and ufefully, mofl of you are fenfible. His

Ikill and fuccefs in his profeffion were indi-

cated by his extenfive pra&ice for a great

number of years. From the natural benig-

nity of his temper he was ever ready to af-

ford every afliltance in his power to relieve

* Thefe particulars were not mentioned when the fermon

flvxi delivered.
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the affli&ed, and that without regard to di-

ftinflions occafioned by outward circum-

ftances. The poor in a thoufand infiances

have experienced his humanity and com-

panion, not only in removing their pains,

but in granting fupplies to their indigence.

Exclufive of his peculiar province as a

phyfician, his knowledge was various, and

his reading extenfive*. The laws of the

Univerfe, the order and revolutions of the

heavenly bodies, and the phcenomena and

produftions of the earth in different climates,

were to him fubje&s of pleafing contempla-

tion, as they enlarged his views of the ma-
jefty and goodnefs of the maker omnipo-
tent, whom he adored with the profoundeft

reverence, and by a regard to whofe will

the tenor of his condu6l was regulated.

The annals of human fociety from the

ftages of rude fimplicity in its progrefs to

civilization and the highefi refinement, the
polity and cuftoms of nations, the efforts

and advantages of induflry, the bleflings of
liberty and peace, never failed to attraS his

attention. When, from the inveftigations

of philofophy, or the ingenuity of art, any
thing was difcovered which promifed benefit

and advantage to mankind, his mind laid

* Among his papers there are feveral manuferipts on diffe-
rent fubje&s, fome of which may poffibly, at one time or an-
other, be fubmitted to the eye of the public.

E hold



( 28 )

hold of it with eagernefs, and diff'ufed the
knowledge of it among his acquaintance as
extenfively as circumftances allowed. This
was owing to that generous and ardent fpirit
of philanthropy which pervaded his whole
focial conduft.

His regard to revealed religion was the
refult of examination and convi&ion. His
acquaintance with it was critical. He ftu-
died the Old Teftament in the original lan-
guage, and made a greater proficiency in
that branch of literature than many of thofe
whofe time is profeffedly appropriated to
facred fubje£fs. The New Teftament con-
tained to him a treafure of divine know-
ledge. From it he deduced the principles,

of his faith, and upon the declarations and
promifes of it he built his hopes of accep-
tance and falvation. Uninfluenced by the
corrupt maxims of a degenerate age, and
that fafhionable indifference to every thing
Ailed facred and important, he publiqkly
profefled himfelf a Chriftian, and made the
example of his great mafter the model of
his temper and condu<ft. Among other
excellencies, he refembled him in avoiding
oftentation, and fhunning applaufe

; in be-

ing meek and lowly in heart; and in going
about to do good. Though connected with
thofe who moved in the higher ranks of life,

and a frequent witnefs of the parade of
riches.
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riches, yet the guite'efs fimplieity of his

manners continued unaltered, and he re-

tained that moderation and contentment,

that candor and difinteredednefs, which thofe

who mix much with the world are feldom

obferved to do.—His piety was rational and

affectionate, equally remote from bigottry

as enthufiafm. He manifeded his attach-

ment to religion by his dated attendance on
its ordinances while his infirmities permitted

him. His benevolence was as univerlal as

the human race. It was his favourite motto
homo fum, &c. “ 1 am a man, and think

nothing foreign to me which affects huma-
mty.

If piety could fave, or goodnefs defend its

votaries from the adaults of pain and afflic-

tion, his health would have been uninter-

rupted, and his life extended to its mod dis-

tant period. But the prefent date is not a
date of impartial retribution. Thefervants
of God, and the benefaHors of men, have
often great difficulties to druggie with, and
fevere trials to undergo, beiore they are

called to their eternal home. They are not,

however, left without refour< e^ of peace and
confolation under them. There is an over-
ruling providence, the affidance of God’s
fpirit, and the profpecf of eternal glory, to
footh, fupport, and animate the pious and
upright mind under fufferings. Knowing

E 2 that
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that the pi-dent date is not a Hate of un-
mingled happinefs, the wife and good do not
expeft it. They forefee changes from the
conititution of human nature, and the date
ol- the world, and therefore are in fome
raealure prepared for them. They there-
fore, in the honed difcharge of their duty
commit themlelves. to God, and leave events
to his difpolal

; being perfuaded that he will
be the rewarder of them that diligently feek
him; and that all thefufferings of the frefent
time arc not zvorthy tq be compared with the
glory which Jhall be revealed. Thefe re-
lources of peace and hope our deceafed
friend was poffefTed of. Under thofe infir-
mities which deprived him of his adive ufe-
fulnefs, and the excruciating pains of the
gout and done, he was refigned to the will
of God. When the paroxylms ofthofe dis-
orders were pad, his chearfulnefs returned.
There was no load of guilt to opp refs his
mind, no mifgivings and felf-reproaches in
the review of an ufelefs or ill-fpent life to
embitter his calamities. He was confcious
of no bad defigns. He truded in the mercy
and care of God according to the promifes
of the gofpel. He was perfuaded that if
acute pains were borne with fubmiflion to
the divine will, and religioudy improved,
they would work a dir more exceeding and
an eternal weight of glory to the fufcerer.

With
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With humble refignation and hope he pa-

tiently waited the dread hour which clofes

all intercourfe with the prefent world, and

puts a period to all earthly concerns. His

illnefs was but fliort, and he died in the

Lord on the twelfth of May, in the feventy-

fecond year of his age, and is gone to par-

take of the bleffednefs of thofe who have

ferved God in fincerity.

Such was the man whofe death gave oc-

cafion to the prefent fermon. An entire

ftranger to his life and converfation might

naturally imagine that all which has been

faid relating to him was nothing more than

the laboured eulogium of fi&ion, the fulfome

incenfe of flattery, fo cuftomary on thefe

occcafions ;
t

but I dare appeal to all who
truly knew him whether this eflay on his

chara&er doth not come greatly fhort of the

amiablenefs of the original. What would
be deemed diftinguifhed praife to others is

to him but Ample juftice. His chara&er
and reputation are fo fair as not to Hand in

need of the adventitious colourings of flat-

tery. Frailties undoubtly he had as a man,
but they were not of fuch a nature as to de-

tra6l from the truth of what has been now
related. To know him was to efteem him.
His removal is the lofs of his relatives and
friends, but without queftion his unfpeakable
gain, Blejfed are the dead who have died in

the
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the Lord
; yea faith the Spirit, that the?may rejl ft ovi their labours, and their works

accompany them . Their prayers and their
alms are gone upfor a memorial before God

.

He will not forget their works and labour of
love which they have fhewn towards his name .

With iorrow and affedion we now take
our public leave of our honoured friend.
Dear he was to feveral of us. Let his vir-
tues live long in our remembrance, and let
us imitate him in that fincerity which was
free from guile

; that humility and meeknefs
which were unaff'eaed

; that devotion which
was rational and fervent; that candor, peace-
ablenefc, compafhon, humanity, and inte-
grity, which were diftinguifhed features in
his charaaer. Let us be followers of them
zuho through faith and patience are gone to
inherit the fromfes. T. here is a period not
far diflant when we (hall rejoin thofe with
whom we have fpent fome of our bell: days,
who divided our cares, and lelfened our for-

rows, and doubled our joys by fympathy
and counfel, provided we aa not in fuch a
manner during our probation as to be deem-
ed unworthy of their fociety. Let us refolve
fo to condua ourfelves through life, that,
after death, our names may be mentioned
with honour, and we may renew that friend-
ship which was begun on earth in the affem-
bly of the juft made perfed , and which will

never
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never more be difTolved. May all who have
been brought hither on the prefent occafion,

whether from curiofity, refpeft, gratitude,

affe&ion, duty, or from whatever motive,
depart hence in the firm perfuafion that there

is no true peace without virtue, no lafting

happinefs without God, no fettled tranqui-
lity and comfort under the adverfe occur-
rences of life without an intereft inthepro-
mifes of divine mercy through Jefus Chrift

!

0 that we may be wife to underjiand this , and
confider our latter end! Beloved brethren
and fitters, permit me to clofe this addrefs
in admonittiing you and myfelf to be ftedfaft
and unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, from a firm affurance
that our labour in the Lord (hall not be in
vain.

F I N I S.



(

V < .i *

. 03; ',Y V‘

:

.k :t> *$ J**
'

!..$*,Jf> rv.

« »

0 ....n * si

.
- .7 vr-o’

L
r
, r|.: 3V

‘j rtr~ J r
••

Oii ,0:
•

i.oo: o-7

X '
.

. . . , i
'

' l .

_• * • / .

Ui i : ) ’
.

'
• i

• ’• "•
• i

•'*

;

. i
' r ocrj ha

;• or’; XT: j;\.. t>
•

: to ->r

1
.

*
* » * - • J • ’•v'io v: V

1’
: b srv

t

i •
.

‘

‘ r- * *l\ . .
-

‘ V
>.

1
' » > V 1

* V
;

'

V *

-,J.
*

;

; i v
• »->Vv> v

,

r* or. <3 ! f ; -i / i ol ;>h\ n
i i

i f i * . 1

| ?
;

’

!
' » • . V'l

11 ' v.r:?f < -ivr: ;
l.

. i ,
. o -

*)’. o'iiiliis ..

• « .
* >

1

k * >

) • jm
\ \

. « 1
* •! * * S ' \

’

‘i <!•<»<* »» fk t.«* v<‘ X *

s

%

f

f
' -

. *

I

*



Juft Puhlifhed,
Price is. 6d.

SHORT VIEW

Tritheijis, Sabellians, Trinitarians,

Arians, and Socmans ;

Intended to ajfift plain Chrifiians in forming

a general Idea of the principal Opinions

held on the Trinity, and of the Difficulties

attending them, and to promote Candour

and Charity among thofe who differ in their

Apprehenfons on that Subjell

•

The SECOND EDITION, with IMPROVEMENTS,

JESUS CHRIST.

MARLBOROUGH: PRINTED EY E. HAROLD;

AND SOLD BY J. JOHNSON, IN ST. Paul’s CHURCH YARD,

LONDON; AND J. WILLIS, NEWBURY.

A

OF THE

O F

AND AN

APPENDIX on the WORSHIP of



s

'

A

*

f r * -*
.

7
' /r r~r

i ui W ,i

'\
, . 1P%

V) nn
i

SI o
• fc

O'"' ; T? i
,

f; * ? *

^ \ i \ x <. -i

.

• *
'

y r * *
\y, hr* —

\ v:mix^x i,n£ vL

'<

.
S

'

\r • ^ Lv.\ «T * m Vj\ \

.

'Vwi. i i c 1
•:•: !>o.jV\ vVvu^Wb

• ^
’. 2* JlLiVi i\0 </..'

. £\\ 4

,

/. - ;
. on t iu* ,' )j i •it '

.

. ;

•

* \ a k a

V <n::zzo-v e.ii no 7.iav.miA.

•T ;/l .1 j; :.) £ u :> ;r y

rf • *\
' -3 v .: c 3 t • t i : r; .7 . : J A ;*

*.
n • *'7i •: i:i *t n (U

.7^ y* vj.v .i ov:.\ * :ou<u4

X
v


